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In October 2015 Harington pleaded guilty to multiple charges against several complainants,
including myself. We were all aged between 12 and 15 years of age at the time of the
abuse.
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My experience with the Royal Commission, Tasmania Police, and the Tasmanian justice
system was an overwhelmingly positive one. I grew to make sense of my past and speak
honestly about childhood events which I had struggled with for so long.
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My experience making a victim impact statement in the Supreme Court of Tasmania was
one of my very proudest moments where I, for the first time, spoke up in defence of the 12
year old child that I once was. I was able to defend a child that had been confused,
ashamed and bullied to the point of despair - forced to manage the most complex of
emotions in isolation.

My experience seeking to engage with the Department of Education after the criminal process
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After Harington was sentenced, I waited, expecting the Department of Education (the
Department) to make contact. I thought they would offer a liaison person. I thought they
might show some interest in my circumstances or wonder about my welfare.
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There was no contact from the Department. I therefore made contact with the Department
myself initially by writing to the then Deputy Premier and Minister for Education and
Training, The Honourable Jeremy Rockliff in a letter dated 20 November 2015. In the letter I
wrote that I had become aware that during the period of abuse it was evident that other
teachers were not oblivious to Harington’s behaviour. I wrote that I expected the Department
of Education to show some interest in the case, and that I needed to be heard and
understood.
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I wanted to engage with the Department to understand how Harington had been transferred
between schools, and what happened to the various complaints that I believe were made
about him.
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Eventually a representative of the Department's Legal Services Unit advised me in a letter
dated 23 August 2017 that any questions that I had about Harington, and about his conduct
in the Department before and after his offending against me in 1978 - 1979 could only be
released if I made a Right to Information request - and that I would need the consent of
Harington for those records to be released.
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I was left feeling completely stymied by the process. I didn’t feel like my welfare was a
priority for the Department.

The change I would like to see
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The process for victims to engage with and obtain information from the Department needs to
be much clearer, with fewer barriers. It also needs to be focused on the needs of the
individual victim-survivor. People like me need answers - even if they are not easy to hear.
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I hope that by speaking about my experiences, this can lead to a change to the way in which
the Department engages with victim-survivors of child sexual abuse from within the
education system in Tasmania. It is my hope that Commissions of Inquiry, solicitors and
formal processes don't need to get involved to encourage the Department to constructively
engage with people like me, who have already suffered so much.
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